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in favour of the first-born, for all the heirs of His Imperial
Majesty, whether male or female. Therefore His Most
Christian Majesty promises and binds himself to defend
him or her who, according to the agreement above
quoted, may succeed to the Kingdoms, provinces, and
states which His Imperial Majesty now possesses, and
to maintain him or her in perpetuity against whomsoever
may attempt, in any way, to disturb the possession of
them."

As a matter of fact, though France continued politely
to address Maria Theresa as " Her Majesty," though
Fleury was assuring her of his country's " exact and
inviolable fidelity," France was already preparing to
declare war on her if this seemed expedient. For France,
like most of Europe, was merely waiting to see what
Frederick in Prussia would do with the efficient army
he had inherited from his father. No European power
wanted to commit herself until it was known which side
he would support if Charles Albert of Bavaria declared
war on Austria. France was particularly concerned,
for even when, as Voltaire writes, " the French Minister
to the Court of France first saw the Prussian troops being
mobilised, he did not know whether they were destined
against France or Austria." Frederick did not inform
this minister, the Marquis de Beauveau, until he
" mounted his horse " to leave for Silesia. Then he said
to Beauveau: "I believe I am going to play your
game for you: if aces turn up, we will divide."

Before the Silesian Campaign actually began, the
Ambassadors in Berlin from many countries were
assiduously applying the technique of secret diplomacy
to find out Frederick's plans. Abroad, his repre-
sentatives, in turn, were being discreetly questioned*
Frederick had prepared for this curiosity. When asked